
A
 com

passionate 

listening service 

for m
ilitary 

fam
ily m

em
bers

living w
ithout 

a loved one.
G

race Presbyterian C
hurch

4300 W
est Park B

lvd.
Plano, Texas 75093

24 hour answ
ering service:

1-888-40 T
O

U
C
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O
peration

 Steph
en

’s Tou
ch

is an
 ou

treach
m

in
istry of th

e Steph
en

 M
in

istry program
 at

G
race Presbyterian

 C
h

u
rch

 in
 Plan

o, Texas.
T

h
e m

in
istry

 is a com
passion

ate, listen
in

g
service offered to m

em
bers of m

ilitary
fam

ilies w
h

ose loved on
es are eith

er 
servin

g overseas or are n
o lon

ger livin
g.

C
h

am
pion

in
g th

is service to m
ilitary 

fam
ilies is M

arilyn
 Peterson

, w
h

o h
as been

 
a Steph

en
M

in
ister at G

race Presbyterian
C

h
u

rch
 for fou

r years. H
er h

u
sban

d,
Steph

en
 Peterson

, w
as also a Steph

en
M

in
ister before h

e w
as diagn

osed w
ith

 
n

on
-H

odgkin
’s lym

ph
om

a as a resu
lt of

A
gen

t O
ran

ge exposu
re in

 V
ietn

am
. 

T
h

eir experien
ce gave birth

 to th
e idea 

for O
peration

 Steph
en

’s Tou
ch

.By 
providin

g a com
passion

ate listen
in

g 
service to m

ilitary fam
ilies stru

gglin
g 

w
ith

 grief, lon
elin

ess or separation
,

O
peration

 Steph
en

’s Tou
ch

also h
on

ors 
th

e m
em

ory of h
er h

u
sban

d. M
arilyn

u
n

derstan
ds th

e im
portan

ce of h
avin

g 
a train

ed, carin
g listen

er w
alk w

ith
 a 

fam
ily m

em
ber or frien

d du
rin

g a tim
e 

of grief an
d loss.

Every O
peration

 Steph
en

’s Tou
ch

carin
g 

listen
er is a train

ed Steph
en

 M
in

ister. T
h

ey
are train

ed in
 local con

gregation
s th

at are
equ

ipped by Steph
en

 M
in

istries-St. Lou
is,

M
issou

ri. Steph
en

 M
in

istries-St. Lou
is is a

n
on

-den
om

in
ation

al m
in

istry th
at provides

a com
plete system

 of one-on-one confidential
carin

g m
in

istry in
 con

gregation
s an

d oth
er

carin
g agen

cies an
d organ

ization
s. Sin

ce
1975, m

ore th
an

 9,000 con
gregation

s 
from

 over 100 den
om

in
ation

s h
ave been

involved in
 Steph

en
 M

in
istry. C

on
gregation

s
are located in

 all 50 U
.S. states, 9 C

an
adian

provin
ces an

d 21 oth
er cou

n
tries. Steph

en
M

in
isters are train

ed to care for people w
h

o
are su

fferin
g som

e difficu
lty or trau

m
a in

th
eir lives. N

eith
er do th

ey give advice n
or

do th
ey proselytize. A

ddition
ally, if th

e 
person

 receivin
g care explicitly w

ish
es to

h
ear a prayer th

en
 th

e Steph
en

 M
in

ister
m

ay give on
e du

rin
g th

e session
, bu

t th
at

requ
est is com

pletely option
al.

O
peration

 Steph
en

’s Tou
ch

offers a train
ed

an
d carin

g listen
er for m

ilitary fam
ily 

m
em

bers w
h

erever th
ey m

ay be located. 
To requ

est a train
ed an

d carin
g listen

er,

call 1-888-40 T
O

U
C

H
 (1-888-408-6824),

24-h
ou

rs daily.Please in
dicate th

at you
 are

callin
g abou

t O
peration

 Steph
en

’s Tou
ch

an
d give you

r n
am

e, ph
on

e n
u

m
ber an

d 
zip code. A

n
 O

peration
 Steph

en
’s Tou

ch
volu

n
teer w

ill retu
rn

 you
r call, u

su
ally

w
ith

in
 24 to 48 h

ou
rs. If th

ere is a local
con

gregation
 w

ith
 a Steph

en
 M

in
istry 

program
 n

ear you
, th

ey w
ill be con

tacted 
to requ

est a Steph
en

 M
in

ister for you
. If

th
ere is n

ot a local con
gregation

 w
ith

Steph
en

 M
in

isters n
earby, arran

gem
en

ts 
w

ill be m
ade to con

n
ect you

 w
ith

 a carin
g

listen
er by teleph

on
e. T

h
e Steph

en
 M

in
ister

(carin
g listen

er) is available to be w
ith

 you
approxim

ately on
e h

ou
r a w

eek for as few
or as m

any w
eeks (u

p to 52 ) as you
 n

eed.
T

h
is m

in
istry is free of ch

arge.

T
h

e carin
g listen

ers of O
peration

 Steph
en

’s
Tou

ch
 are bein

g offered to spou
ses, 

paren
ts, adu

lt ch
ildren

 an
d siblin

gs of
th

ose w
h

o died or th
ose w

h
o are dealin

g
w

ith
 separation

 du
e to m

ilitary
 service.

Please pass th
is in

form
ation

 alon
g to th

ose
w

h
o w

ou
ld ben

efit from
 th

e service of a
carin

g listen
er.

“
It’s not easy being left behind w

hen a loved one goes to w
ar.

B
y loving and supporting a m

an or w
om

an in uniform
, 

our m
ilitary fam

ilies also serve our nation, and A
m

erica 
is grateful to all of them

 for their support and sacrifice.”
P

R
E

SID
E

N
T

G
EO

R
G

E
W

. B
U

SH

For m
ore inform

ation, visit our w
ebsite at w

w
w

.stephenstouch.org or call 1-888-40 T
O

U
C

H
 (1-888-408-6824).
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